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Safeguarding human health in the Anthropocene epoch: report of The Rockefeller Foundation–Lancet
Commission on planetary health – 2015 The Lancet. 386 (10007): 1973–2028. 1/30
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Licenced under CC BY-NC-ND 3.0 Credit: Azote for Stockholm Resilience Centre, Stockholm University 
Based on Richardson et al. 2023, Steffen et al. 2015, and Rockström et al. 2009

THE EVOLUTION OF THE PLANETARY BOUNDARIES
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In the original “Manifesto,” Planetary Health is presented as 
“an attitude towards life and a philosophy for living” 

(2014 – The Lancet) 

…curiously, the main supporter of Planetary Health presented it as 
“A New Discipline in Global Health” Rodin J – 2015 (The Rockfeller Foundation)

…in the process of decolonizing GH, 

a counter-hegemonic vision of Global Health 
must be adopted.

Global health, planetary health, One Health: conceptual and ethical 
challenges and concerns - E Missoni. Theor Med Bioeth, May 2024

Global Health is the answer to the need for 
“a ‘planetary’ vision for One Health”
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«Tutto ciò che vediamo intorno a noi
 è un sistema complesso, compresi noi stessi. 

Nel cervello o nell'organismo i neuroni o gli organi si scambiano di 
continuo messaggi che influenzano il loro funzionamento. Sistemi 

complessi sono anche le interazioni tra le persone protagoniste 
dell'economia e altrettanto un ecosistema con i vari organismi 

in azione o l'intero insieme della vita sulla Terra»

   Giorgio Parisi                                                       Corriere della Sera, 

                                                                                                                             6 ottobre 2021

8/30



La giuria di Stoccolma (2021) ha premiato 
Parisi per i suoi studi sul «caos e i sistemi 

complessi» ed i climatologi Manabe e Klaus 
«per la modellazione fisica del clima della 

terra, che ne qualifica la variabilità
 e prevede in modo affidabile il 

riscaldamento globale» 
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«La filantropia classica è vicina ai territori.

Ha cura delle relazioni e dà libertà di azione alle realtà 
cui eroga le donazioni, lasciandole libere di 
autodeterminarsi su come utilizzare 
i soldi ricevuti.

 

Il filantrocapitalismo è diverso 

…attraverso le loro donazioni i nuovi filantropi 
sono riusciti a ottenere un cambio di immagine 
e hanno lavorato per colmare i vuoti lasciati 
dalla politica, per esempio finanziando 
alcune agenzie delle Nazioni Unite».    

 (N Dentico, 2020)
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Planetary health has an important role to play in guiding humanity
towards a healthy, equitable, and sustainable future.

However, given planetary health’s dominant colonial and capitalist
underpinning ideologies, it risks reinscribing the same exploitative
power dynamics that are fundamental drivers of global ecological
collapse.

In this Personal View, we reaffirm the need for a vision of planetary
health grounded in Indigenous epistemologies, which centre relational
ecocentric norms and values.
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One of the pre-eminent causes of the planet's destruction is the collective loss of 
awareness of the interconnectedness that exists within Nature.

Indigenous Peoples’ ontology (ie, way of being) and epistemology (ie, way 
of knowing) are intricately connected with Land and Country… 

Human-centric (ie, anthropocentric) hierarchies 
are most often absent in Indigenous 
languages and lifeways with a 
profound and deep respect 
given for all human and 
non-human entities…
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Communicating the health of the planet and its links to human health. May 2019 - The Lancet
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Anthropocentric vs eco-/ cosmo-centric view of life (in the context of Classic Mayan society) (Lisa J. Lucero and 
Jesann Gonzalez Cruz, "Reconceptualizing Urbanism: Insights from Maya Cosmology," Front Sust Cities, 2020) 
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No basis for claim that 80% of biodiversity is found in 
Indigenous territories - 2024 Sep

Sebastião Salgado, Awà people (Brasil)
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Exiting the Anthropocene: Achieving personal and planetary health in the 21st century, 2022 – REVIEW. Allergy

Traditional knowledges of the Pewenche Indigenous community converge with an eco‐biogeochemical perspective of the sulfur cycle in forest habitats
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Pathways to a healthy net-zero future: report of the Lancet Pathfinder Commission, 2024 - The Lancet
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NASA Earth Observatory, 2016
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Circadian rhythm disruption accompanies a wide range of 
adverse health outcomes that contribute to premature mortality

While night light disrupts circadian rhythms

…higher risk of premature mortality 
was predicted by brighter nights, 
darker days, suppressed circadian amplitude, 
and early or late circadian phase.

Tellas
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“Here we show that artificial light at night 
disrupts nocturnal pollination networks 
and has negative consequences for 

plant reproductive success.

In artificially illuminated 

plant–pollinator communities, 
nocturnal visits to plants 

were reduced by 62% 
compared to dark areas”
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EXERKINES 
Molecular insights of exercise therapy in disease prevention and treatment, 2024 - Sig Transduct Target Ther

Exercise as a Polypill for Chronic Diseases
2015 - Prog Mol Biol Transl Sci
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Figure 2 …increase in the amplitude of  the P300 (EEG), an event-related neural 
response commonly associated with attention and working memory
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“Perhaps  
our greatest distinction 

as a species is our capacity, 
unique among animals, 
to make counter-

evolutionary choices”

Jared Diamond

Why Is Sex Fun?: The Evolution of Human Sexuality (1997)


